





Jihadi Terrorism and the 
radicalisation challenge











Printed and bound in great Britain by the  
mPg Books group, Uk.
© rik coolsaet 2011
all rights reserved. no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise without the prior permission of the publisher.
rik coolsaet has asserted his right under the copyright, designs and Patents act, 1988, to be 
identified as the editor of this work.
Published by     
ashgate Publishing limited   ashgate Publishing company
Wey court east    suite 420
Union road    101 cherry street
Farnham     Burlington
surrey, gU9 7PT    VT 05401-4405
england     Usa
www.ashgate.com
British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Jihadi terrorism and the radicalisation challenge :           
   european and american experiences. -- 2nd ed.               
   1. Terrorism--religious aspects--islam. 2. Jihad.           
   3. radicalism--religious aspects--islam. 4. radicalism--    
   europe, Western--history. 5. radicalism--United states--    
   history. 6. Terrorism--europe, Western--Prevention.         
   7. Terrorism--United states--Prevention.                    
   i. coolsaet, r. ii. Jihadi terrorism and the radicalisation 
   challenge in europe.                                        
   363.3'25’088297'094-dc22         
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Jihadi terrorism and the radicalisation challenge : european and american
experiences / [edited] by rik coolsaet.
       p. cm.
  includes bibliographical references and index.
  isBn 978-1-4094-2568-7 (hbk) -- isBn 978-1-4094-2569-4 (pbk) 
-- isBn 978-1-4094-2570-0 (ebk)  1.
Terrorism--europe. 2.  Terrorism--United states. 3.  Jihad. 4.
radicalism--europe. 5.  radicalism--United states. 6.  islamic
fundamentalism--europe. 7.  islamic fundamentalism--United states. 8.
Terrorism--europe--Prevention. 9.  Terrorism--United states--Prevention.  i.
coolsaet, r. 
  hV6433.e85J54 2011
  363.325094--dc23



































































































List of Tables   vii
Note on Contributors   ix
introduction   1
Rik Coolsaet
Part I the State of the threat
1 Jihadi Terrorism: a global assessment of the Threat   7
 Paul R. Pillar
2 al-Qaeda: a True global movement   19
 Olivier Roy
3 logics of Jihadi Violence in north africa   27
 Hugh Roberts
4 ‘Terrorism studies’: a critical appraisal   45
 Teun Van de Voorde
Part II CyCLeS of terrorISm anD raDICaLISatIon
5 The debate over ‘old’ vs ‘new’ Terrorism   57
 Martha Crenshaw
6 radicalization and Terrorism in history: lessons from the radical  
left Terrorist campaigns in europe and the United states   69
 Lena Malkki
7 cycles of revolutionary Terrorism   83
 Rik Coolsaet
Part III raDICaLISatIon In euroPe anD the uS
8 muslims in europe and the Us: a shared but overrated risk  
of radicalism   101
 Jocelyne Cesari






























































































Jihadi Terrorism and the Radicalisation Challengevi
9 The Turn to Political Violence in the West   117
 Marc Sageman
10 characteristics of Jihadi Terrorists in europe (2001–2009)   131
 Edwin Bakker
11 dutch extremist islamism: Van gogh’s murderer and his ideas   145
 Rudolph Peters
12 The rise and demise of Jihadi Terrorism in Belgium   161
 Rik Coolsaet
Part IV De-raDICaLISatIon exPerIenCeS
13 disengagement, de-radicalization and the arc of Terrorism:  
Future directions for research   173
 John Horgan and Max Taylor
14 group desistance from Terrorism: The dynamics of actors,  
actions and outcomes   187
 Clark McCauley
15 (de-)escalating radicalisation: The debate within immigrant 
communities in europe   205
 Tarik Fraihi
16 competing counter-radicalisation models in the Uk   215
 Robert Lambert
17 counterterrorism and counter-radicalisation in europe: how much  
Unity in diversity?   227
 Rik Coolsaet
18 counter-radicalization in the United states   247
 Lorenzo Vidino
epilogue Terrorism and radicalisation: What do We now know?   259
Rik Coolsaet
Appendix   269
Bibliography   289
Index   315






























































































10.1 Top Ten geographical Backgrounds in Terms of Place of residence, 
nationality and Family of origin   139
14.1 Actors Influencing Terrorist Group Outcomes (Examples for Egyptian 
islamic group)   195
14.2 Actions Influencing Terrorist Group Outcomes (EIG Examples in 
Parentheses)   197
14.3 Terrorist group outcomes (examples in Parentheses)   202
list of Tables
978-1-4094-2568-7_Coolsaet.indb   7 7/11/2011   9:45:01 AM
